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Madame Chairperson 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this important meeting. 

We the CORE Network for Indigenous Children of the North East region of India, 

participating at the Working Group on Indigenous Populations would like to bring to 

your attention the increasing problems facing us due to government neglect and 

disregard of the rights of children and of indigenous children. 

The Government of India has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 

1992 and has submitted its initial report to the Committee in 1998, following which 

the Committee has examined the report and made it conclusions and 

recommendations to the Government in 2000 January. 

We regret however that the Government of India has made no efforts to implement 

these recommendations in regard to children of our region, over the past one and a 

half years. The recommendations have not even been disseminated, as is one of the 

primary obligations of the State Party under this treaty. 

Plans implying large scale displacement of our communities for strategic and 

development purposes continue unabated despite the well-recognized impact on the 

survival and development of indigenous children. This displacement and absence of 

rehabilitation measures together with the neglect of investment in infrastructure and 

services for health and education mean that indigenous children have no future to 

anticipate or prepare, nor the means with which to prepare for this. 
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This intentional vacuum is deliberately exploited by the Government in disregard of 

the spirit and explicit provisions of the UN declaration on the rights of indigenous 

peoples to engage in intensive recruitment of our youth to the military forces. Of late 

the Government of India has deliberately targeted promotional and recruitment 

programmes at indigenous youth in the North East region. Large numbers of young 

people, finding it impossible due to their inability to access education, to find job or 

even livelihood opportunities either locally or away from home are compelled to join 

the armed forces of the Government of India as a survival strategy. 

The long duration conflict in the region has intensive and inter-generational impact on 

our children who know no other social environment than a situation of low intensity 

war. We are living with several generations of conflict-induced trauma on our 

communities and people. The impact of this on the mental health of our children is 

devastating. Despite recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 

the Government of India has made no effort to develop policy or programme 

interventions to address these. The increasing vulnerability of our young people to 

substance abuse, violence and self-harm demonstrated by surveys conducted over the 

last 3 years is a clear indication of this trend. Indigenous children and youth in 

Manipur are increasingly being targeted in violence, torture, arbitrary detention and 

other forms of human rights violations. According to official sources from healthcare 

institutions and the police, the suicide and attempted suicide rate among children and 

youth below 25 years of age is now a horrifying 1 -2 every week. 

The collapse of education due to the conflict situation, resulting in over 20,000 

(twenty thousand) indigenous children returning their school books last week on 20 

July to the Governor of Manipur in protest over the continuous curfew and 

prohibitory orders since 18 June 2001, which has prevented them from attending 

school, indicates the seriousness of the situation. During these protests by indigenous 

children and youth, nine have been shot dead and hundreds injured in police 

brutalities since mid-June this year. 

Madame, we also wish to bring to your notice that the United Nations General 

Assembly Special Session on children scheduled for 17 - 20 September, 2001 is at 

present in process of negotiating the text for the Outcome Document: "A World Fit 
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tor Children". We urgently request this Working Group to strongly urge the General 

Assembly to accord due attention and specifically include the all the concerns and 

problems of indigenous children in this document. We also request this Working 

Group to be present and to intervene as may be appropriate at this Special Session of 

the General Assembly in order to present the case of indigenous children to the 

General Assembly. 

In accordance with previous requests and keeping in mind that one of the foremost 

concerns of indigenous peoples everywhere is the situation of our children and youth, 

we also urge this important forum to include the issue of children and youth as a 

permanent item on the agenda of this august forum, the Working Group on 

Indigenous Populations. 

We also request the Working Group to urge the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

to inquire with countries submitting reports for review, to appropriately and with due 

attention inquire specifically into the situation of indigenous children, especially with 

regard to the provisions of Articles 17, 29 and 30 of the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child. 

In regard to this Committee we also draw to your attention, Madame, that the 

Committee holds every year a General Discussion Day. We request the Working 

Group to urge the Committee on the Rights of the Child to devote the General 

Discussion Day of 2002 to the theme of Indigenous Children. 

We request this Working Group to also recommend to the Special Rapporteur on the 

Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples to urgently inquire, as a matter of priority, into 

the situation of indigenous children and youth as is specified in his mandate. 

We also request this Working Group to request the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 

Issues as soon as it begins its work to prioritise the issues concerning indigenous 

children and youth particularly under the Forum's mandate on education, health and 

human rights. 

Thank you very much, Madame, for your kind attention. 
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